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LIFESTYLE AND ARTS LISTINGS
We welcome your submissions. If you would like
Niagara Frontier Publications to list an event, send it to
josh@wnypapers.com, or mail to 1859 Whitehaven Road,

LIVE MUSIC RETURNS TO ARTPARK

Artpark announces free ‘Music in the Woods' series

Artpark is churning with activ-
ity and fresh initiatives that will
allow visitors to interact with the
public park in new ways. In the
face of multiple concert cancel-
lations and postponements, Art-
park & Company has been active-
ly developing new and adapted
programs designed to bring the
community both relief and inspi-
ration, all while practicing social
distancing and all COVID-19-re-
lated precautions to keep visitors
safe at all times.

“Music in the Woods” is a series
of free, eclectic and intimate Sun-
day performances set outdoors
in Artpark’s scenic Lower Park
Emerald Grove area, overlook-
ing the Niagara River. While fully
adapted, or in some cases specifi-
cally designed for social distanc-
ing, the concerts will present a
slate of national and local talent
in concerts ranging from jazz to
baroque and new music.

All events, unless noted, will be
held in Artpark’s Emerald Grove
(South Fourth Street Entrance).

Drum Circle
with Stephen Bell

2 p.m. July 19, 26, Aug. 2, 23

The series will kick off with
a series of drum circles led by
Stephen Bell of Unity Through
Rhythm. Chairs and drums will
be provided. Participants are also
welcome to bring their own.

Bellis a retired educator having
spent 32 years in education, the
final 21 years as middle school
principal in the Springville-
Griffith Institute CSD. Forty-nine
years ago, he was introduced to
hand drumming and the mesmer-
izing pulses of African rhythms.
The enjoyment Bell received in
working with staff and students
and his lifelong involvement with
percussion led naturally to facili-
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tating drum circles —
a perfect melding of
two passions.

He has pursued
training in facilitating
circles for wellness
and full participatory
enjoyment. This com-
prehensive  training
has included work-
shops in rhythm cir-
cle facilitation, sound
empowerment, and
drumming for well-
ness, leading to his
accepted membership
in the International
Drum Circle Facilita-
tors’ Guild. Through
an intense two-day
training, Bell recently
received certification
as a health rhythms
facilitator.

Attendance is lim-
ited to 25. Visitors
are asked to RSVP at
least 24 hours prior to artpark@
artpark.net.

Svetlana &
The New York Collective
4 p.m. July 26

Back by popular demand after
their Artpark performance in
2018 and Jazz Buffalo’s presenta-
tion in 2019, Svetlana & The New
York Collective is one of New
York’s most beloved swing acts.
The band is known for a signa-
ture vintage-inspired sound, foot-
stomping groove and exciting
stage presence.

Svetlana and her band released
the chart-topping “Night at the
Movies” (debuted No. 1 on the
U.S. Billboard traditional jazz
album charts and No. 2 on jazz
album charts) in 2019 and have
headlined sold-out shows in pre-
mier U.S. venues and abroad.

Attendance is limited to 50.

UB Faculty Jazz Quartet
with guest vocalist
Alex McArthur
4 p.m. Aug. 2

The UB Faculty Jazz Quartet
(Bobby Militello — sax and flute;
George Caldwell — piano; Sabu
Adeyola — bass; John Bacon -
drums) features some of the
most experienced jazz musicians
in the area. Credits include Dave
Brubeck, Ahmad Jamal, Maynard
Ferguson, Count Basie and the
Duke Ellington Orchestra. The
group performs music from the
Great American Songbook and
jazz standards.

For this program, the group will
feature vocalist Alex McArthur, a

Moshe Shulman Trio performed at Artpark in 2019 as part of “Music in the Woods.”

rising star on the local scene, who
is a former student of the quartet
members in the jazz program at
UB.

Attendance is limited to 50.
Alarm Will Sound performs
‘Ten Thousand Birds’
by John Luther Adams
6:30 p.m. Aug. 9

Described by The New York
Times as “one of the most vital
and original ensembles on the
American Music scene,” Alarm
Will Sound will present John
Luther Adams’ Western New
York premiere of “Ten Thousand
Birds” written especially for AWS.
The piece is based on the songs of
birds that are native to, or migrate
through the area in which the
piece is performed. It explores the
connections between nature and
music, a topic that Pulitzer Prize
and Grammy Award-winner Ad-
ams has pursued over the course
of his career and is a common
theme in Artpark’s programming.

“We've designed this perfor-
mance so that the musicians and
audience can move around each
other, always at a safe distance,
listening from changing perspec-
tives while surrounded by the
music,” AWS Artistic Director
Alan Pierson said.

Adams explained, “One of my
greatest hopes for my music
is that it may be of use. So, I'm
thrilled that Alan and the musi-
cians of Alarm Will Sound have
found such a creative use for “Ten
Thousand Birds.” At this difficult
moment, it's more important
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than ever for us to remember our
connections with the larger-than-
human world, and to celebrate
the never-ending music of this
miraculous planet that is our one
and only home.”

The performance is funded, in
part, by Mid Atlantic Arts Foun-
dation and “Music in the Woods”
series funders New York State
Council on the Arts, Burrows and
HSBC Bank.

It will take place on the Artpark
Mainstage Theater terrace. At
tendance is limited to 100.

Baroque Dreams
6:30 p.m. Aug. 16

This delightful and unique Ba-
roque program with a theatrical
flair will feature an eight-piece
ensemble led by music director
Moshe Shulman with some of the
best WNY musicians and special
guests countertenor Eric Jure-
nas, pianist Sergei Dreznin, and a
very special surprise by artist Uta
Bekaia. The program will include
some of Baroque’s most romantic
arias, such as Purcell’s “Dido’s La-
ment,” Vivaldi’s “Sileant Zephyri”
and J.S. Bach’s “Erbarme Dich.”

American countertenor Jure-
nas, praised by The New York
Times for his “beautiful, well-
supported tone and compelling
expression,” has been featured
on some of the world’s largest
and most reputable stages. His
dedication to Baroque-era music,
newly created works, and every-
thing in between, has established
him as an influential voice.

Sergei Dreznin is a Moscow-
born, New York-based pianist and
composer. Trained in Russia’s
finest music schools, he has won
prizes and critical recognition in
Russia, Europe and the U.S. He
is one the world’s most versatile
musicians, with 17 music theater
productions realized in Vienna,
New York, Madrid, Moscow and
Paris. The New York Times rec-
ognized Dreznin’s “virtuosity ...
grace, pliancy and confidence”
and “seemingly limitless reserves
of volume.” He appears regularly

at the prestigious music fes-
tivals including Bard Music
(New York), the Sviatoslav
Richter in Tarusa, Russia and
Annecy Classic in France.

The ensemble for this per-
formance under the music
direction of Moshe Shulman
includes: Miranda Shulman —
violin; Antoine Lefebvre — vio-
lin; Diana Sachs - violin; Inga
Yanoski — violin; Moshe Shul-
man - viola; Jonathan Golove
— cello; and James Marone —
double bass

Attendance is limited to 100.

Buffalo Jazz

Composers Workshop

4 p.m. Aug. 23

The Buffalo Jazz Compos-
ers Workshop performs all
original modern Jazz compo-
sitions and has collaborated
with writers, poets, actors,
singers and other artist to cre-
ate their own unique sound.
Despite the pandemic quar-
antine, the group has continued
to meet remotely and members
have collaborated on a series of
new compositions related to the
challenges of this time. This will
be the first public performance
by the group in many months and
is sure to express the unleashing
of their collective creativity.

The band includes: Sara Rogers
- vocals; Tim Clarke — trumpet;
Nelson Rivera — saxophone; Ken
Kuriscak — saxophone; Alec Dube
— vibraphone; Jared Tinkham -
guitar; Joe Goehle — bass; and Ba-
con — drums.

Attendance is limited to 50.

These programs are limited to
a small capacity. Patrons must re-
serve their attendance at least 24
hours prior to each event in order
to ensure a spot. Email artpark@
artpark.net.

Adjacent to the performance
area, the new Art Bar will be of-
fering snacks, beer, wine and oth-
er beverages. Artpark also offers
exclusive catered dinners for 10-
20. Inquire with Anjuli Vecchies
(avecchies@artpark.net) at least
five business days in advance.

A press release noted, “Artpark
is a not-for-profit organization,
and COVID-19 has significantly
impacted our events and greater
mission of creating, nurturing and
presenting the arts in its many
forms. Artpark asks patrons to
consider contributing to ‘Artpark
Live: A campaign for a vibrant
future’ https://www.justgiving.
com/campaign/artparklive.

“Artpark and all above listed
programs are complying with
current COVID-19 safety guide-
lines, required by the federal and
the New York state authorities.
We will ask our visitors to exer-
cise social distancing practice,
wear masks, use cleaning stations
available throughout the park,
and follow Artpark attendance
guidance during the programs.

“Please check artpark.net or
consider joining the Artpark e-list
for updates on these and coming
events.”
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